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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cabin Home, which is the nucleus of the Garden of Eden was built out of large
stone Togs and concrete in an irregular L-shaped plan. It is situated on a large corner
Tot on the east edge of Lucas. The house is one and one half stories with a basement
and has eleven rooms, a bath and its own electric plant. The interior is finished in
California redwood, pine and oak.

The main facade which faces north has a centrally placed raised porch with a Tow
pediment. This porch has been placed on the west side of a stightly projecting wing.
An open porch with a balustrade continues around to the east where the roof over it
resumes at the center of the facade. This porch is accessible from both floors and has
two bays, one of which is rounded. There is a halusirade above the cornice. The
rounded bay appears to have been flat in one early photograph, but a later photograph
(before 1917) of this facade shows it to be similar to ils present appearance. The
two story porch continues half the way across the south facade where it is met by a
projecting wing. The major feature of the west facade i1s a two story bay window.

There is a ground Tevel entrance to the basement in the central panel of the bay. The
roof has been resurfaced with 1ight colored asphalt shingles.

After the completion of the Cabin Home, Dinsmoor began to work on his mauscleum
which 1s Tocated in the northeast corner of the property. This building is constructed
of stone logs and has three diminishing tiers, the first measuring 14 feet square, the
second 9 feet square, and the third 4 Teet square. At each corner there is a cement
post faced with native stone measuring from 18 to 21 feet tong. The mausoleum has been
crowied with a concrete American flag giving it an overall height of 40 feet. It
contains a 7 by 10 foot voom where Dinsmoor and his first wife have been buried, is
concrete coffin bears Masonic symbols.

The Garden of Eden was started shortly after the completion of the mausoleum.
Dinsmoor began by molding twenty-nine artificial trees, some as high as forty feet,
out of wet concrete and then began building the concrete flgures among them. His
first themes were Biblical, many coming from Genesis or Moses. There is a sign hetween
two trees on the west side of the Tot bearing the caption, "Garden of Fden." Below
the sign are over-1ifesize statues of Adam and Eve, their hands clasped and arms curved
to forin the beginning of a grape arbor. There are Masonic symbols on Adam's cloth. A
statue of the devil with a pitchfork rises up behind the stgn near the trse on the right.
The tree on the left has a grouping of four figures representing the offerings of Cain
and Abel; below them are two girls, one on a swing while the other is catching a hird,
The next tree to the north shows the discovery of Abel's body by his wife, dog and an
angel. Above the grouping is an oversized eye with a hand that points toward Cain and
his wife on the next tree which is in the northwest corner of the lot.

The sculptural group across the north side of the lot represents, according to
Dinsmoor, "present day civilization.” It shows a chain of eventis that stretches across
several trees. He comments on the evils of trusts, bonds, interest, and chartered
rights and how they are protected by the flag. These evils reach out %o grab a girl
who is after a soldier, who is shooting at an Indian on the next tree, who in turn is
shooting an arrow at a dog which is chasing a fox that is in pursuit of a bird that is
eating a worm on a Teaf.

The Goddess of Liberty stands atop the next sculptural group to the east. She
has one foot on the trust and is spearing its head. Belnw her a man and women are
using a saw marked "ballot" to cut off the Timb labeled "chartered rights" upon which
the trust stands. Under this tree is a ziggurat-shaped concrete strawberry bed.
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Samuel P. Dinsmoor, the creator and builder of the Garden of Eden at lucas, Kan.,
was born in Chio in 1843. Prior to his enlistment in the Union army in 1862, he had
been a farmer. After the war he moved to I11inois where he taught scheol Tive terms and
farmed. He married Frances Barclay in 1870. In 1888 he moved to Russel] county, Kan.,
settling on a farm near Lucas. MHe moved to Nebraska in 1890 but returncd to Russell
county in 1891. In 1905 he retived from farming and moved to Lucas, where he purchased
one-fourth of a block on which to build a home. .

In 1906 he began building a stone log cabin. Huge stones were cut at a quarry neap
Lucas and hauled to his building site. One of the stone cutters was Nicholas A. Broska.
Although Dinsmoor did much of the work himself, he did employ some Tocal stonemasons
including a man named Steve Truitt. The Targe stones were fitted together like Togs and
Dinsmoor used large amounts of concrete for ifhe porches and for ornamentation. By
September, 1907, the Tinishing touches were being applied. Then in January, 1909,
Dinsmoor had the words "Cabin Home" put on the rock tog across the front of the porch.

When the house was completed, he began construction of the forty-foot high mausoleum,
After that he began working on the Garden itself. Surrounding the Cabin Home he placed
sculptured concrete figures of Man, animal life, trees and effigies. He wolded 29 trecs
out of wet concrete, some as high as 40 feet, and huilt concrete Tigures among them.

To support the statuary there was a network of concrete Fimbs which also helped to 1ink
one grouping to another. Dinsmoor experimented with various concrete mixes and developed
a mixture pliable enough to be hand worked but adhesive enough to hold firm. He
continued to work on the Garden until 1929 when failing health and eyesight forced him

£0 stop. A pamphlet he wrote in 1927 reported that as of July 1, 1927, he had used

2,273 sacks of cement, more than 113 tons, on his project.

Dinsmoor himself gave the place its name “Garden of Eden." Adam and Lve are there
with the serpent and one part of the Carden is dovoted to the theme of the downfall of
Man as told in the Bible. His first themes were Biblical, but as the project grew he
began to add statuary commenting on contempovrary pnhilosophies and practices. The
increasing complexities of 1ife were daepicted.

Dinsmoor's Tirst wife died in 1917 and according to the newspaper accounts was
buried in the local cemetery. However, within a few years the Titerature on the Garden
stated that she had heen buried in a concrete coffin in the mausoleum just below a
second coffin which Dinsmoor had reserved for himself. In 1924 the 8l-year old Dinsmoor
married his 20-year old housckeeper, creating a considerable stir in the swmall community.
Subsequently they had two children. Dinsmoor died in 1932, and as he had instructed,
his body was placed in the mausoleum in a concrete coffin that had a glass top so visitors
could view him.

From 1908 to 1933 the Garden was a popular tourist atiraction, but after Dinsmoor's
death it was forgotten and ignored. The statuary became overgrown with shrubbery and
vines and the Cabin Home was used as an apartment house. In 1967 the property was
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7 DESCRIPTION

Above the coal house and ash pit on the east edge of the property rises a grouping
showing Labor crucified by a lawyer, doctor, preacher and banker.

Other structures on the grounds include a visitors' dining hall, which is 21 feet
square and has a concrete floor, roof and tables. Dinsmoor also constructed a small
z00 with cages for a badger, owl, and coyote, 28 pigeon roosts, two bird houses and an
eagle roost. There is a concrete wash house and smaller strawberry bed just to the
south of the Cabin Home. The Garden is 11t by 48 electric Tights, and Dinsmoor would
often 1ight it at night because of the specially eerie effect.

The Cabin Home and the Garden of Eden are today much as they were when Dinsmoor
was alive. The paint has faded from some of the sculpture, some of the smaller figures

-have been damaged by vandals, the stone cabin has a new voof, and one of the tweo
concrete American flags has had to be taken down, but Tittie else has been changed.

8 SIGRIFICANCE

acquired by the present owners who have carefully cleaned and restored it. All of
Dinsmoor's major creations are still standing and the Garden is once again a tourist
attraction.

To an average visitor Dinsmoor's work may appear crude and bizarre, ocut of
proportion and reflecting an amateurish attempt at realism. But The work does fit
into a stylistic trend usually referred to as naive or primitive art. Typical of this
style is an overattention to details and an exaggeration of differences and features
for emphasis. It is today known as an excellent example of naive art and unusual in
its scale.

The Garden of Eden represents the personal vision of its crecator. It is part of
the tradition of large, painted sculpture and naive American art. The distortions and
exaggeration of details and proportions give the work a special interest. It has a
quality of significance in American culture as it possesses integrity of Tocation,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association and is worthy of
National Register listing.
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